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COUNTRY STRATEGY:  

 
OPERATIONS: 
 

  
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number 

of 

people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

TF 200657: Nutrition 

Component within 

“Programa Progresando 

con Solidaridad” 

Jan 14- 

August 16  
121,706 4,561,512 4,561,512 100% - 

Government of the 

Dominican Republic 

 

Summary of WFP assistance: Through Trust Fund 200657, WFP strengthens government capacity for the 

implementation of “Progresando con Solidaridad”, the country's leading social protection programme under the Vice 

Presidency’s Cabinet for Social Policy. The WFP implemented nutrition component targets 121,706 beneficiaries 

including children, pregnant and lactating women and the elderly. This programme is the country’s main platform to 

tackle micronutrient deficiencies and malnutrition.  

 

The nutrition component provides 78,882 children between 6-59 months with micronutrient powder (MNP), 9,466 

children between 6-59 months with, or vulnerable to, acute undernutrition with Super Cereal Plus, and 23,665 

pregnant and lactating women and 9,693 elderly beneficiaries with Super Cereal. WFP activities include: (1) 

distribution and nutrition counselling through 1,300 primary health care units of the Ministry of Health nationwide; (2) 

field-level monitoring of activities in all communities of the country; (3) capacity enhancement of 3,142 medical 

practitioners of the Ministry of Health and 15,000 “Progresando con Solidaridad” staff; and (4) promotion of positive 

behavioural change for improved eating habits through the formation of community nutrition counselling networks and 

coordination of community ‘Nutrition and Health’ fairs. The joint partnership of WFP, “Progresando con Solidaridad” and 

the Ministry of Health also promotes the increased attendance of children and families at preventive health care 

sessions provided by local health centres. 

 

Capacity strengthening activities are also implemented with the Ministry of Public Health to strengthen programmes to 

monitor child growth and development, and to train health care providers in nutrition counselling for children, pregnant 

and lactating women and people living with HIV.  

 

Because of its strategic position and the political support by the Government, WFP is working together with the Centre 

for Emergency Operations and the Ministry of the Presidency's emergency response enhancement project to support 

capacity development in logistics and telecommunications. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

WFP in the Dominican Republic supports the enhancement of 

government food-based programmes and emergency 

preparedness and response structures towards ensuring the 

food and nutritional security of the most vulnerable groups. 

 

WFP supports government efforts to develop nutrition- 

sensitive social protection programmes and develop public 

policies to reduce micronutrient deficiencies and 

undernutrition.   

 

WFP expects to continue current partnerships and 

collaboration with the Government, focused on capacity 

strengthening activities, specifically in support of the 

implementation of nutrition actions for vulnerable 

populations; livelihood development of small farmers and 

women; strengthening of national structures for emergency 

preparedness and response; and initiatives focusing on the 

link between food security, climate change adaptation and 

disaster risk reduction. 
 

WFP has been present in the Dominican Republic since 1967.   
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  
 

 
 
PARTNERSHIPS  
 

WFP’s main partner is the Dominican Government’s Vice Presidency, and the “Progresando con Solidaridad” 

programme.  Other partners include the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of the Presidency and the 

National Emergency Commission. The priority is to continue building on current partnerships and collaboration with 

the Government, to enhance national programmes through capacity strengthening initiatives. WFP also works in close 

collaboration with other UN agencies such as FAO, UNDP, UNICEF and PAHO (WHO) in joint initiatives related to 

capacity strengthening of social programmes, food security policies and nutrition activities. 

 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

The Dominican Republic is a low middle-income country with a 

population of approximately 9.8 million people and ranks 98 out of 

187 on the 2011 UNDP Human Development Index. According to 

the World Bank, the poverty rate was at 50.5 percent in 2012, and 

there are significant income inequalities. The infant mortality rate 

is 32 out of 1,000 live births, mostly due to acute respiratory and 

intestinal infections. Up to 50 percent of schoolchildren do not 

make it to secondary school. Key challenges for the sustainable 

development of the Dominican Republic include: (i) persistent high 

levels of poverty and inequality; (ii) deficient electrical power 

sector; and (iii) diminished confidence in government policies. 

 

The food security and nutrition situation of the Dominican Republic 

is characterized by persistent poverty, lack of dietary diversity, 

micronutrient deficiencies, inadequate quality of public health 

services, weak agricultural structure, and recurrent natural and 

economic shocks. Although self-sufficient in terms of basic food 

production, the Dominican Republic suffers from marked income 

inequality with inequity in distribution of family income at 47.2 

(2010) as measured by the Gini index. 

 

The prevalence of chronic under nutrition is 7 percent nationally (2013); yet particular provinces present rates two to 

three times higher. The family members most vulnerable to malnutrition, especially micronutrient deficiencies, are 

young children, pregnant and lactating women, people suffering from chronic illnesses, the elderly, and Haitian 

immigrants. According to the National Micronutrient Survey of the Ministry of Health (2009), anaemia prevalence in 

non-pregnant women was 34 percent, 37 percent in women who had given birth in the past 12 months, 28 percent in 

children 6 to 59 months of age, and reaching 61 percent in children from 6 to 11 months. A study conducted by WFP 

on a sample of 36,931 people living with HIV reported 88 percent as being food insecure, 58 percent classified as 

severely food insecure. HIV prevalence has levelled at 0.8-1 percent throughout the last decades. 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 

 WFP and the Vice President of the Dominican Republic 

formally extended to 2016 the nutrition component of the 

“Progresando con Solidaridad” programme, which includes 

continued support to nutrition and capacity development 

activities. 

 Under TF 200657, WFP, in coordination with the Ministry of 

Health and “Progresando con Solidaridad”, held follow-up 

health evaluation sessions in primary health care centres 

with children identified at risk of acute malnutrition. 3,695 

children identified at risk were provided with a second 

ration of Super Cereal Plus, while children identified as 

recovered were provided with micronutrient powders. The 

targeted children are monitored by medical practitioners of 

the primary health care centres on a monthly basis until 

they reach discharge criteria. 

 From January to March, 394 community leaders, employed 

by “Progresando con Solidaridad” were trained on nutrition 

counselling as part of the formation of the national 

nutrition community network, which aims to educate 

beneficiaries on nutrition and micronutrient consumption 

at the grassroots level. 

 From January to March, 14 people living with HIV and their 

families were added to the WFP supported HIV and 

Nutrition program. Follow-up meetings were held with 

beneficiaries to identify lessons learnt on the 

implementation of community and family gardens during 

2014. Ministry of Agriculture technicians prepared a seed 

bank in support of these gardens.  

 

 In 2014, the country suffered an extended period 

of drought, which affected the agricultural and 

milk production, increased animal deaths, 

lowered dam and river levels, increased rural 

migration and affected the food security of 

impacted communities. 

 Due to the delayed arrival of a shipment of 

micronutrient powders (locally branded as 

“Chispitas Solidarias”), distribution of this 

commodity has been postponed until April 2015. 

WFP has collected community reports and carried 

out fieldwork performance analysis before field-

level implementation will restart. 

 WFP is developing a visibility plan to improve 

beneficiary assistance to primary health care 

units and household consumption of micronutrient 

powders. 

 


